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PRE FAC __ 


Tus Glowing Diſcourſe "Rog been contin by 
ſome, and condemned. by others. It now appears 
in public, to retrieve, if poſſible, its character, as 
well as to gratify thoſe who have thought favour- 
ably of it. When the author preached upon the 
occaſion mentioned in the title-page, he really 
meant no evil; and he cannot think that any of 
his numerous auditory, on that ſolemn day, con- 
ceived him to be chargeable with malevolence. 
If his ſermon has produced evil or ill-will, in any 
ſenſe, it is by accident, not by deſign. His objekt 
was the honour of truth, and the glory of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the preſence of which he wiſhes all 
oppoſition either to ſubſide by conviction, or to 
vaniſh through conqueſt. If what is contained in 
the following pages be inconſiſtent with the word 
of God, let no ſinful lenity ſcreen it: but, if it ac- 
cord with Revelation, let every one take heed, leſt, 
either by cramping or raſhly condemning; the ſen- 
timents thereof, „he fight againſt God.” If they 
be true, they will deſtroy nothing but error, and 
if they be falſe, they ſhall not prevail againſt the 
truth, The Niſeouſſe Was compoſed and delivered 

under 


vi 
under the impreſſion of its being the T RUTH of 
cop; and it is now, moſt certainly, publiſhed under 
the very ſame idea. 

The hiſtory of this diſcourſe is as follows: The 
author was appointed by the London Directors of 
the Miſſionary Society, without the leaſt expecta- 
tion, or wiſh on his part, to preach at Spa-Fields 
Chapel, on the occaſion of the ſolemn deſignation 
of the Miſſionaries who are now on their voyage 
to the South-Sea Iſlands. In thinking upon what 
ſabje& might be proper for ſuch an opportunity, 
the eventual fucceſs of all Miſſions in the final 
triumph of the Crofs, preſented itſelf to his appre- 
henſion with amazing effulgence ; nor can he eaſily 
forget the delight with which he contemplated the 
period. Theſe views and ſenſations led his mind 
to the text on which he ultimately fixed, as the 
beſt adapted to this glorious ſubject. F ull of his 
object, he meditated, penned, and preached, the 
following Diſcourſe ; aQtuated by compaſſion for 
the Heathen; prompted by affeftion to the Miſ- 
fionaries and Brethren ; and influenced by the 
Spirit of general benevolence. 

So far was the author, at that or at any time, 
from ſuppoſing that he ſhould be deſcribed as the 
&« firebrand” of the Society with which he had long 
added as a Director, in unity, he verily expected, at 

leaſt 


( wi 
leaſt an acquieſcence in, not to ſay an approbation 
of, the ſentiments contained in the Sermon; and he 
ſpeaks from competent information, when he fays 
that this was generally the caſe at, and ſoon after, 
its delivery. A few perſons, ſome time afterwards, 
either recollefted ſome offence they had taken, of 
affected to find it, at what they called the 11 1 
TIiniNc of the ſentiments; and, as rumour fel- 
dom leffens in its progrefs, the reports which were 
fpread became till more unfavourable, till at laſt 
they ended in condemning the ſentiments themſelves 
as being © very BAD, in the opinion of fome 
whoſe convictions or conceptions were received at 
ſecond-hand. It was then pofitively aſſerted, 
before the matter had been confidered by the 
London Direffors, that this Diſcourſe would not 
be publiſhed by the Society, although it was their 
euſtom to publiſh the ſermons delivered on ſuch 
occaſions. At laſt, however, the ſubje@ of its 
Publication was taken into confideration by the 
London Direftors, at their meeting, Feb. 2 55 
17997, when it was reſolved that the Society ſhould 
ſolicit permiſſion of the author to publiſh it. This 
was atting in the uſual way. But, at the next 
meeting, March 11, 1799, it was determined not 
topubliſh it, on account of the ſentiments contained 


* The dates are given from memory; but they are 
nearly, if not exactly right. | 


therein, 


(viii) 
therein, and leſt it ſhould be deſtructive of the peace 
and intereſts of the Society. This was announced 
to the author, by a ſpecial committee of three Di- 
rectors, appointed to communicate che tidings to 
him, accompanied with explanatory remarks, at 
his own houſe. Neither the contradiction of the 
reſolutions themſelves, nor the merits of the caſe, 
are intended to be diſcuſſed here; nor what motives 
or intereſts might concur to produce the final, de- 
termination of the Directors: but theſe particulars 
Are related that the reader may perceive 80 true 
ſituation of the author. - 
| Every unprejudiced perſon. will 10 that Pl au- 
| thor i is compelled to give the Diſcourſe to the world; 
leſt, by. injurious ſuppoſition and-unfounded pre- 
judice againſt the ſentiments contained in it, his 
character ſhould unjuſtly ſuffer. This will appear 
ſtill more indiſpenſible, when it is known, that 
ſome have miſrepreſented, the ſentiments as obnox - 
ious even in a political view. By publiſhing whay 
he delivered, he claims , ſome ſmall acknowledg- 
ments both from thoſe who. Ppraiſe, and thoſe who 
cenſure they! know not what; as they vill hereby 
have an opportunity of learning what they are do- 
ing, and be no longer under the painful neceſſity 
of working, like moles, in the dark: and he als 
ſures them, in perfect good-humour, and, he hopes 
in a becoming Chriſtian temper, that, thus en- 

. 1 lightened 
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lightened by the publication of the Sermon, he leaves 
them at full liberty to ſay what they pleaſe, or what 
they can, both of the deſign and of the perform 
ance. ö 

His worthy pr EST WED Ea brethren in the 
miniſtry will alſo reap a conſiderable advantage 
from this publication ; eſpecially when called to 
preach upon ſimilar occaſions. They may hence 
learn the neceſſary and happy art of ſuppreſſing, 
in the moſt public and popular aſſemblies, what 
they firmly believe to be the very baſis of their 
dear Redeemer's throne. They may learn the ter- 
rors of daring to divulge. what they conſcientiouſly 
think is the whole counſel of God. They may diſco- 
ver, at a glance, the propriety of juſt whiſpering 
the truth in private, and of totally reſtraining it 
in public ;—the awful fin of pleading for liberty 
of conſcience, and the pernicious effects of openly 
declaring their ſerious views of the kingdom of 
Chriſt : but, if they will not be inſtrudted by this, 
what to preach and what to forbear, they muſt re- 
ceive, with the author, the reward of their 
c RIME II | 
Should any aſk, what are thoſe ſentiments which 
have given offence to ſome, and in what parts of the 
Sermon do they occur? The author can only ſay, 
that amidſt an intricate variety of accuſatory and 


Ib cContradictory 


(* Ja 
contradittory reports, it is difficult for him poſitive- 
ly to decide: yet, for the ſatisfaction of a modeſt 
enquirer, a few. paſſages may be hinted at, which 
poſſibly may have been tortured by the freaks of 
caprice, or the choler of prejudice, to extort from 
them a conleſſion of antiſcriptural ſentiment, or 
diſhonourable and guilty deſign- a confeſſion which 
will never be made till honour expires, and the 
powers of darkneſs celebrate the xUNERAL OF 


TRUTH e * e wag! be the har 


alluded too 
1 £15 Theſe ſt the nature .of 


Chriſt's kingly authority. The ſentiment here is, 


that his authority cannot be delegated to others. 
Pages 12, 13: This is upon his mode of obtaining 
ſubjects. The point urged here is, that all at- 
tempis to make him ſubjects by human compulſion, 
by the civil power, &c. are abſurd and wicked.--- 
Page 17: The ſentiment here may appear ſingular 


to ſome; it is, that the kingly office of Fefus Chriſt 


will never be given up, not even in eternity.---Pages 
21, 22, 23, 24, which contain four hindrances, 
there ſtated, to evangelizing the whole earth. 
Perhaps the firſt may be paſſed over without 
much acrimony ; but the fecond may not fare fo 
well, as it cenſures attempts to incorporate the king- 
dom of Chriſt with civil government, and refletts 
upon Conſtantine the Great. for making the firſt 

effort 


{=) 
effort of the kind: The third relates to the ofecrous 
hractice of improving the goſpel according to men's 
| fancies 5 and the fourth to the loſs of a miſſionary 
ſpirit, wherein the author ventures to exhort thoſe 
who are diſſatisfied with we Per fo 1 — 8 
more to their own mind. 

If it was neceſſary, or might be of uſe, i it is not 
difficult to produce a hoſt of literary and pious 
champions, both in and out of eſtabliſhments, who 
have ſtated, proved, and defended the main ſenti- 
ments of this, Sermon ; men, whoſe arguments are 
as luminous as the day, and as ſtrong as the em- 
battled forces of heaven ; men, with whom itis the 
author's higheſt ambition to rank, even though he 
ſhould * propheſy in ſackcloth,” owing to childiſh 
prejudice and time-ſerving faſhion ; or be doomed, 
through ſuch cauſes, to ſpend his breath in the 
hp wind. 

To prove the truth of theſe ſentiments is not 
now attempted, nor is it the defign of; this preface, 
becauſe it is not immediately neceſſary. It is 
much more neceſſary to retire and mourn chat the 
true nature of the Redeemer's kingdom is ſo 
little known; that che authority, inventions, and 
traditions of men, are more reſpeted than the.dig- 
nity, wiſdom, and appointments of. the Son of 
God; and that the words of the incomparable 
Dy Milton 


Milton are ſo applicable t to — n en 
age's ©) * 


« Then they shall * to' avail Wloindbtidine of names, | 


' Places, and titles, and with these to'join | 


Secular power; though feigning still to act. - 


By spiritual: to themselves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promis d alike and given 
To all believers; and from that pretence 
Spiritual laws, by carnal power, shall force 
On every conscience; laws which none shall find 
Left them inroll'd, or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 


But force the Spirit of Grace itself, and bind 
His consort, Liberty? What, but undäird 


' His living temples,” built by faith to stand 
Their own faith, not another's ? for on earth 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 

Infallible? Yet mapy will presume 


Whence ..,. 5 Truth Shall retire, 
Bestuck with $landerous darts. = ih 
y 


' PARADISE LOST, BOOK XIT, | 


It may not, however, be amiſs to apprize the 


Ae that the Miſſionary * Society, notwithſtanding 
the late deciſion of a part of its Directors, has ac- 
tually publiſhed the ſubſtance of the ſemtiments 
contained i in this very Sermon. The following eX- 


177 


trafts will aſcertain the truth of this aſſertion. 
E Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed on the top of the moun- 
jaing ny 8 55 an en and W prof non of 


it. 


( xii } 

it, True religion has long been driven into 
corners, and profeſſed in obſcurity, and under 
much perſecution and worldly diſadvantage. Who 
has not heard of a Nero, a Caligula, and Julian 
the Apoſtate ? of the horrid cruelties they uſed, and 
the devices they praftiſed to extirpate Chriſtianity 
altogether? The converſion of Cons TAN TIR E 
gave a reſpite to the church for a ſhort ſeaſon, but 
even that ultimately tended to greater troubles; 
for the goſpel was ſo much corrupted, and ſo many 
hereſies and impoſitions prevailed, that genuine 
Chriſtians were obliged to ſeek a more ſimple and 
ſpiritual worſhip, which rendered them obnoxious 
to the iger powers. Pagan rites, introduced into 
the Chriſtian religion, laid the foundation of Popery. 
The pure preaching of the goſpel has been cramp- 
ed in every way poſſible, and the numbers of the 
faithful, at ſome periods, have been few indeed. 
Chriſtianity ſhall prevail. The miniſters of Chriſt 
will not then be hindered in the diſcharge of their 
duty, nor will the Chriſtian profeſſor be fubjef to 
any embarraſſments or legal inabilities for the exer- 
ciſe of his liberty in the goſpel. But this open pro- 
feſſion is not all---it ſhall be eſtabliſied. The word 
certainly means more than---it ſhal{not be deſtroyed 
---lt ſeems to reſpect ſuch an eſtabliſhment as ſe. 
cures the Chriſtian cauſe from corruption or re- 

| moval. 


moval. The goſpel ſhall take ſuch deep root in 
theſe countries, and men ſhall continue to be ſo 
firmly attached to it, that it ſhall maintain its ground 
in purity and glory. This: kind. of eftabliſhment 
will do much, more for its preſervation tian any 

other. | Men.,. may , ſuppoſe that nu N LA 
will giue a ermane nc to Chriſtianity; but theſe, 
at the deſt, are but a poor, defence. Under, the 
Roman Catholic Power, we; have. ſeen tiem cruſh 
tie thing | they were deſigned: to defend. Men's 
minds muſe be ſwayed by, a HIGHER AUTHORITYy | 
07; RELIGION, WILL'/NEVAR STAND: if their hearts 
are powerfully. drawn by love to Chriſt, and the 
excellency of the thing itſelf, they will adhere to 
lis cauſe, even at the hazard of their lives, | whe» 
ther it has the Jancł ion f the civil power or not. 
At, this period men will never, think of promt- 
ing Chriſtianaty. by the ſuprd. Such carnal wea- 
Pons, in the hands of miſguided: zeal, have been 
_ often uſed:to;; force that compliance which would 
have been much ſooner gained by Solid argu- 
ment and tie ſpirit of love... Theſe! are che wea- 
pons which were mighty. through God, and they 
are all the \weapons which will de then uſed. 
The word will be no more employed in the 
baſineſs of perſecution nor will any man be 
theught-amenable to his fellou- creatures for matters 
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faith, or modes of wor/hip, Fines, zn pri ſonment, 
and death, for things purely ſpiritual; ' and ru 
WHICH NO MAN, NOR ANY POWER UPON. KAR THyg 
HAS ANY. RIGHT. ro e 
HELD IN UN tVERSAL ABHORREN CAD. T 

To every thing there is a ſeaſon. It was not 
left to accident, whether Diocleſian ſhould ravage 
the church, and ConsTanTtTing LAY THE 
FOUNDATION OF ITS FALSE: DESTRUCTIVE 
GREATNESS, in the fourth century f.“! 

„ There is NO OTHER HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
BUT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 3 neither hath 
any TEMPORAL PRINCE, SECULAR POWER), or 
CIVIL MAGISTRATE, ANY RIGHT ro exerciſe 
ANY AUTHORITY OVER HER; neither NBEDETH 
the any ESTABLISHMENTS from THEM, being 
founded upon ui who is the Rock o AGES: 
ſo that the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
her; and the y1GHEST HIMSELF hall ESTABLISH 
end,” 


* S $ Sermon at Surre 0 Chapel, before the 
Miſſionary Society in London, May gth,; 1798. 


+ Brewer's Sermon at the Tabernacle, before Fl 
Miſſionary Society in London, May 10th, 1798. 


2 Articles of Faith, or Principles of Religion, has 
up by the Committee of Eight Perſons choſen by the 
Body of Miſſionaries, on board the Duff, at Sea, Art. 14. 
page 416, of the F irſt Minenar). Mic, to the. South- 
Sea Lands, 
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Who could have expected that the "TER men 
would publiſh and condemn, and MR and on 
lit the ſelf-ſame ſentiments ? _ 

The author wiſhes. to aſſure the public that ho 
loves the whole human race; that he is an enemy 
to faction; that Chriſtianity is his glory; that 
Miſſionary deſigns, where the motives are pure, 
have his whole heart; that he is not inclined to 
ſacrifice the truth at any ſhrine whatever; and 
that he would diſturb the peace of no man, unleſs 
wick a view to individual or to general good. If 
he has miſtaken his ground, in the following pages, 
it is through infirmity, not guilt. 

Should any conceive it neceſſary to take public 
notice of the ſentiments herein contained, the 
author ſuggeſts the propriety of avoiding ſcur- 
rility, artifice, and abuſe; and the neceſſity of 
doing and ſaying, all that is done or ſaid, in 
the fear of God. Arguments advanced with a 
generous openneſs ſhall have their proper weight ; 
but every thing anonymous, or low, will be 
treated with a filent rebuke. | 
In the mean time the author is happy in the 

perſuaſion of having aQted uprightly ; and in the 
hope of being accepted at the tribunal of his 


Lord, and only Maſter, Jeſus Con. | 
7 | 2 98 8E 65 


London. Road. St. George's. Fields, 7 
London, May 1, 1799. 
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8672 lines" ar 16 e Fallen” Ty Us i in p plea alan t places. 
Our eyes ria Zion, the. city of our folemnt- 
ties, "The city bf the Fele! King J We 3 are e, not 
cold vi HE "moun which might be be. to ronched, 
and Which bumted WAIRIAE, 5 ; but we 8195 drawn 

near to lie heavenly erutatem. W N 


entbred! immanuets land; and e and u e h ri 1 
ground, to” take A ieh F the ki bn e Goa 
among men, as it appears | in the Fake 1 


niet God, which! is the” Fake 0 b a # 

och grobnd ſands a monument. more du - 
rable . an bras; a 4 pi far which defies 5 
vage“ Gf tinte; andthe rude e attacks of 1 


unk. It bs a memorial f the righteous: afts, 
rl B and 


om OW. 

5 ey gracious diſpenſations of the Lord, reſpecting 
his church, in all ages of the world. Let us draw 
near and read, for it is covered on both ſides with 
inſcriptions. 

This fide of the pillar i is called HISTORY. It 
is divided into diſtin compartments : periods, 
ages, and economies- or diſpenſations. Here are 
commemorated the worthies of the Church, who 
+. ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, ob- 
tained promiſes, ſtopped” the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of 
the ſword, out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.” „ Theſe all obtained a good re- 
I port, and all died in the faith, ; This 1 alſo, 


2 7 4 


his people. : Upon gh peruſal of theſe, exateful 
admiration j is conſtrained to ſay, 5 What bath God 
wrought! “ and to fling aloud, 6 * will ſhew- 
forth, thy righteouſneſs and thy ſalvation all the 
a, for 1 know not the numbers thereof!“ 2 The 
Inſcriptions on this fide of the Pillar, | which we have 
examined, are perfectly legible and intelligible, 
Beate” they are written in a plain hand, ſo that 
© he who runneth may Mt. and a Winne 
man ſhall not err therein,” _ e ft 
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The other fide of the pillar is ROH ECT. 
This, we obſerve, is not ſo plain as the former, nor 


fo eaſy to be made out; though it is generally 


believed it will be better underſtood after our days. 
The whole ſurface is covered with myſtie charac- 
ters and ſacred hieroglyphics, of ſuch a nature that 
the wiſeſt and moſt learned can fearcely ſpell: out 
one myſterious line; while the babes in ' Iſrael, 


wondering, exclaim, What is this ?“ Some divi- 


fions, indeed, are much plainer than the reſt, for 
the other ſide of the monument explains many of 


the circumſtances relating to them; but the lower 


part, which repreſents things that muſt yet come to 


paſs, is very difficult to read, and in ſome places 


cannot poſſibly be 2 at all 1 us at = 
preſent. 

The latter part of wh is written, we a 
reſpects « things which muſt be hereafter:“ things 
which are to happen in the kingdoms of this 
world, in relation to the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Chriſt. But how wonderfully are they 
noted down! Seven golden candleſticks, and a 
majeſtic Perſonage walking in the midſt thereof, 
holding ſeven ſtars in his right hand. A throne in 
heaven, and One fitting thereon, to look upon 


| like a jaſper and a ſardine ſtone ; and a rainbow 


round about the throne, in ſight like unto an 
| B 2 emerald, 


„ 
emerald. Twenty-four ſeats, and twenty-four 
elders ; and ſeven: lamps of fire, burning before 
the throne. A ſea of glaſs; and living creatures | 
full of; eyes before and behind. A; bopk, with. 
ſeven. feals; opened by aclion, -which lion was a 
lamb. Four horſes, dne White, angther red, 
| another black, and anqther pale. Four angels, 
holding the four winds of the earth; and the ſeal- 
ing the hundred and forty-four thouſand of the 
tribes of IIrael. And, wonderful to ay! Si- 
lence: in heaven about the ſpace! of half an hour.“ 
And ſeven angels, wüth; ſeven trumpets. How 
myſterious + yet what grandeur, a + 112400 wy 
n of deſcription}; !! } 

As the angels ſdund their wumpams in * 
appointed order, we are carried through periods 
of time and ſucceſſions of chained events, ve 
icarctly-know: what, or where, or how, or when. 
We are, waſted, in idea, upon clouds and in 
_ whirlwinds, over mountains and ſeas, over battles 
and! plagues, near heaven and earth, over deſo- 
lations and ruins; through revolutions and cevivals, 
üll che ſeventh trumpet, ſounding, introduces to 
our aſtoniſhed. fight an ama ing ſcene to which all 
the reſt tendetl; a fcene no leſs grand than the 
TRANSFORMATION of the kingdoms of this world 
imo hy 1 of God and of his Chriſt l 

« Well 


. 
well might there be 5 voices in heaven,” jc 
proclaiming this glorious n 1 
The remaining part of this. ener en, details — 
events under and after, the ſeyenth trumpet; in the 
total overthrow of Antichriſt, the glorious appears 
ance of the church in the latter day, and the final 
conſummation of all things; when the kingdom of 
God, in the dominion of his Chriſt, ſhall, in all its 
parts and fulneſs, be tranſlated from: en to glory 
everlaſting. rn tet of 

8 Theſe ſayings are Faithful eee 1 * 
Laind God of his holy prophets ſent his angel to 
ſhew unto his ſervants the things which muſt ſhortly 
be done. Behold, I come quickly: Bleſſed is he 
that keepeth the ſayings of the prophecy of this 
book. Amen. Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus.“ 

The three following things, taken up from the 
text, require our cloſer and more penticulas . 
tion: wiz e? 

Firſt, The een of Chriſt; | 
Second, The meridian of its glory; and 
Third, The effetts of nnn its n 

attainment. 

May the Father of Glory, by the Spirit of wiſ- 
Joh enlighten ' our underſtanding; that we may 
"Uno "oe is che al of Fm Mn 21 what the 
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riches of the glory of his inheritance i in the ſaints ; 
while we proceed to conſider, is 
' © FIRST, THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. © 
The Word of God, as we all know, pitched his 
tent among men, and dwelt in a body like our own, 
In the days of bis fleſh, ſo few external tokens of 
his divinity appeared, that, to many, he was as aroot 
out of a dry ground, as an impoſtor- It did not 
appear at firſt ſight as if this man was really a King: 
yet it was rumoured that he made pretenſions, at 
leaſt, to the throne of Judea. This rumour had 
reached the ears of the Roman Prætor, Pontius 
Pilate. The Son of God was arraigned as a trai- 
tor; as an enemy to Cæſar; and, loaded with ca- 
lumny, he ſtood before the tribunal of the haughty 
and cruel heathen, to anſwer fo ſevere a charge. 
Art thou the King of the Jews?” After a 
pointed queſtion by our Lord, and the Prætor's 
reſponſe, Jeſus anſwered: My kingdom is not of 
this world.“ Revolving in his mind, the impart of 
this ſaying, and drawing the natural , inference, 
Pilate rejoins, Art thou a king then?“ So then, 
I am to infer that thou art a king in thy own efti- 
mation. Thou, the moſt abject of the human 
race! Thou !! So, thou art a king then! ! 
Ho unworthy a regular tribunal was this, to 
make a man his own accuſer, eſpecially upon a re- 
ligious 


(a )) 
ligious ground, and here the rights of Cæſar had 
before been preſerved in the words, (My kingdom 
is not of this world.“ But, in the face of chis 
perverted, vicious, and dangerous inference, Jeſus 
replied, '+. Thou ſayeſt; I am a king. To this end 
was J born; and for this cauſe came I into the 
world, that I ſhould bear vitneſs unto the truth.” 
It is truth that I am a king. Thus he s wie en 
an confeſſion. “ 

A natural conſequence * faith j in hs cantata 
is, that his believing followers have. conſtantly 
ſubmitted to, and fully declared his ſovereignty. 

This is their confeſſion, viz. that He is „ the Faith- 
ful and True Witneſs 3 the Prince of the kings of 
the earth: The Lord of Glory; King of kings, 
and Lord of lords; che only Potentate; the Te 
Gods, and Eternal Life.“ 7 | 
In conſidering Jeſus Chriſt as a, King, let! us en· 
quire into His right to the throne The nature 
of bis authority His mode of obtaining ſub- 

_jefts---the. bleſſings of his reign- the excellency 

of his laws---and the duration of his dominion. 
1 right to the throne, If we conſider 

Jeſus Chriſt as God, or a perſon in Jehovah, he 
has a co-equal dominion over all creatures with the 
Father and the Spirit; but the kingdom here in- 
tended is, that which he poſſeſſes as God and man, 

as 
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las the only Mediator. It is not derogatory to fe 
Honour' of the Saviour to have his dee to reign 
investigated, hut directly the contrary. Where a 
erovn hab been obtained by fraud and impoſition 
it yould doubtleſs be thought criminal to ſelf- 
efeated majeſty to aſk, how came you by that 
crown? But chere it has beeh fairly obtained, a 
Tull diſelofure ofthe grounds of a right to rule will 
burniſh the gems of the royal tiara, and is dear to 
the wearer as the diadem itſelf. If we intended to 
bonour the devil; it would be proper to acknow- 
ledge his right to rule, merely becauſe he actually 
rules inthe children of diſobedience; but, as Jeſus 
is no uſurper, ſo he is eternally ſuperior to the ex- 
ecrable deſign of hoodwinking c creation upon fo 
momentous a queſtioon˖n 16 10k 1s 
His right to dominion may be deitionfirated 
from the follòwing conſiderations. His offices, 
and conſequently his regal dignity, were the ſub- 


| Jects of previous appointment and irreverſible de- 


bree. In che covenant of grace or pepe 
which was made before the world bega, He was 
he lamb fore-brdained as à ſacrifice, the Prieſt to 
Kone by the'' ſacrifice of / himſelf, and, a prieſt 
"66. upon his' throne.” The Son of God is hever to 
be mentioned, but as à K ing ſet up from cverlaſt- 
ing! It is therefore ſaid of him, I will declare 
15 | the 


ſtituted the heir 
of all things, before there was earth, or ſea, or 
fountains abounding with water. To this office 
he was anointed with the oil of gladneſs above his 
fellows; and he was invelted in it by girding the 
{word upon his thigh, in token of his juſtice as a 
ſovereign. The ſceptre of righteouſneſs well be- 
comes his hand; and he rides in the chariot of 
majeſty divine. He is called to aſſume the cha- 
| raQter to which he had been appointed by the Fa- 
ther, in thoſe memorable words of David, The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou at my right hand 
until I make thine enemies thy footſtool.” To 
him there was given « dominion, and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, and nations, and 
languages ſhould ſerve him; his dominion is an 
everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom that which 
ſhall not be taken away or deſtroyed,” but ſhall 
abide in never-ending vigour. All power, in hea- 
ven and earth, is given to him; and a command is 
iſſued forth to obey him as Lord. Kiſs the Son, 
leſt he be angry, all ye ſons of men; and «let all 
the angels of God worſhip him.” Who is declared 
to be King, but he of whom God ſays, 5 I have ſet 
my king upon my holy hill of Zion?” and he 
who, notwithſtanding all the inveteracy of his 
foes, & is made both Lord and Chriſt?” As a king, 
| 0 he 
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he is evidently approved of God, by his being 


ſeated at the right hand of the majeſty of God 
in the heavens, and appearing as a lamb in the 
midſt of the throne. Add to this, that “ for the 


- obedience of death he was crowned---crowned with 


glory and honour.” Therefore God hath highly 
exalted him, that at the name of Jeſus every knee 
ſhould bow, and every tongue confeſs.” Who, 


then, is ſo bold as to diſpute his title and his right? 


2. The nature of his authority. This authority 
is an unique. There is nothing like it on earth or 
in heaven. It has no parallel. It extends to the 
conſcience as well as to the outward actions of men 
and angels. This authority of the Son of God 
muſt never be touched or intermeddled with, 
by any other authority whatſoever ; for that 
which toucheth it, toucheth the apple of his eye. 
The manifeſtation of this ſupreme and ſole power 
of Chriſt is the proper reaſon for the obedience of 


faith, and nothing elſe. 


It is neceſſary to be obſerved, that the Lord 


Jeſus never delegates ſo extraordinary a power to 
any creature, Indeed, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe it; 
for, if he alone be able and worthy to have the go- 


vernment laid upon his ſhoulders, and that, becauſe 


no other is capable of the ſame dominion, how can 


we ſuppoſe that his Os can delegate ſuch high 
| authority 
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authority to blind mortality? He has no need of 
coadjutors in the exerciſe of his royal prero- 
gatives. If he were incapable of ſeeing all parts of 
his dominions at once, or of acting in every 
place at the ſame time, there might be ſome plauſi- 
ble reaſon ſuggeſted for putting his authority into 
commiſſion, while he indulged himſelf in inglo- 
rious eaſe above, and reaped the fruits of the 
{laviſh toil of his vicegerents below: but, he bears 
the whole authority, and the whole glory. He, 
and he only, dictates to man in divine matters; he 
makes his own laws; he alone gives the word and 
its increaſe; and he himfelf rules by his reſiſtleſs 
might in the midſt of his enemies. Thus. ſaith the 
Lord, the King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer, the 
Lord of Hoſts, I am the Firſt and J am the Laſt, 
and beſides me there is no God.” „ Is there a 
God beſides me? yea, there is no God, I know 
not any.” „There is no God elſe beſide me, a 
Juſt God and a Saviour ; there is none beſide me.” 
g- His mode of obtaining ſubjefts. His mode 

is imple, and eaſy to be underſtood. By a pro- 
mulgation of the nature of his kingdom, and by 
the exhibition of himſelf in the goſpel, he effects 
the conqueſt of Satan's ſubjects, and tranſlates 
them into his own kingdom. By virtue of his ſole 
authority, he ſends forth the rod of his ſtrength ; 
63 - be 


„ 
he commiſſions his ſervants to publiſh the doctrine 
of the croſs; he ſheds forth the Spirit upon the 
parched earth; his benign energy ſoftens the clods 
of the valley, and breaks the heart of ſtone; and 
in the day of his power his people are made willing 
to bow at his feet. Thus, in the beauties of hoh- 
neſs, from the womb of the morning, he has the 
dew of his youth. One evident token of his exer- 
ciſing his own authority and power himſelf, is, 
that no ſubjefts are really obtained without his 
immediate influence; no, not even by the means 
and inſtruments which he has appointed, much leſs 
by thoſe means which he abhors. 
* Jeſus Chriſt will thank no man for attempting to 
- procure him ſubjeQs out of his own way, Will 
2 man ſpeak wickedly for God,” in order that he 
may be glorified ? Will a man at jeſuitically to 
obtain ſubjefts for Chriſt? My blood runs cold 
at the thought! What then ſhall be ſaid of the 
barbarous and infernal mode of compelling men, 
by human laws, by the civil power, by the power 
of the ſword, to become the ſubjects of the Lamb 
of God? What is this but to diſguiſe the Lord 
Jeſus in the garb of a horrid and bloody tyrant, 
inſtead of ſuffering him to appear in all the radiance 
of infinite beauty and attractive charms? Nebu- 
chadnezzar, that relentleſs tyrant of Babylon, com- 
pels 


— 
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pels his ſubjeQs to fall down and worſhip a golden 
image, and if they will not worſhip, they ſhall be. 
thrown into the midſt of a burning fiery furnace. 
What a brute! Is this the way to make ſober 
people believe his image to be God Almighty ? 
Shocking !---When God had delivered his three 
ſervants from the flames, the monarch will now 
make proſelytes for the God of Iſrael, and in the 
ſame way too: „ Therefore (ſays he) I make s 
decree, that every people, nation, and language, 
which ſhall ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the God 
of Shadrach, . Meſhech, and Abednego, ſhall be 
cut in pieces, and their houſes ſhall be made a 
dunghill,”” What does the God of Shadrach, 
Meſhech, and Abednego gain by a ſavage cutting 
his ſubjeAs in pieces, and making their houſes 
into dunghills ? Such conduit may be proper to 
raiſe the credit of a dunghill-deity ; but Jeſus 
Chriſt will not have the poor Heathen, whom we 
have chiefly in view this day, cut in pieces, and 
their huts made into dunghills,---No; he makes 

his ſubjeas another way. 

4. The bleſings of his reign. Men who by 
nature are truly miſerable, can only poſſeſs real 
bleſſedneſs by becoming the followers of Zion's 
King. Wherever he ſets up his ſpiritual empire, 
there is a bleſſing indeed. It was long ago pro- 
| pheſied, 
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Phefied; that “ in him all the nations ſhould be 
'bleſſed;” and when he made his appearance in the 
world, the herald angels hailed mankind upon the 
approach of happy days. When he aſcended up 
into glory, *he received gifts for men; yea, for 
the rebellious alſo, that the . * * 1 
among them“ again. 

Is By virtue of his kingly office tho Meſſing of light 
ſucceeds groſs darkneſs in the minds of the people. 
A righteouſneſs! anſwerable to all the demands of 
juſtice i is given to the guilty, in which they ſtand 
before God with eternal acceptance. A ſenſe of 
pardon refreſhes the conſcience; ſcorched with a 
ſenſe of "deſerved wrath'to come. The anguiſh of 
the foul; under miſery in all its forms, is healed by 
medicine gathered from the tree of life. The heart 
is ſoothed, delighted, and filled with peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. Through him we have acceſs 
to God with a holy boldneſs ;- and to as many as 
receive him, to them gives he E to become the 
«ſons of God.” | 1 92517 ; 

We might proceed to enumerate he wouderful 
bleflings of his reign, and, after ages ſpent in the 
delightful employment, a ſubject of his grace 
would ſay, „The half has not been told me.” In 
'a word, „ in his days ſhall the righteous flouriſh, 
and there ſhall be abundance of peace as long as 
a . 
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the moon endureth. He ſhall come don as rain 
upon the mown graſs, and as ſhowers which water 
the earth.” He reſtores the face of nature. Under 
bis gentle reign 5 the earth ſhall yield its increaſe,” 
and < the heavens drop down righteouſneſs.” The 
children of. want are enriched with his fulneſs, and 
the ſufferers have reſt in his hoſom. From his face. 
a flood of glory gilds the. ſhades of death, and 
clearly reveals life and immortality as an unfading 
inheritance in the kingdom of glory. | 

5. The excellency of his laws. They are all 
framed by infinite wiſdom ; and, while they reflect 
a luſtre on him as legiſlator, they are admirably _ 
calculated to promote the good of his ſubjeQs. 
„ Fuſtice and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne,” and „a ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the 
ſceptre of his kingdom.” His church, under his 
wiſe and holy regulations, becomes the - habitation 
of juſtice and mountain of holineſs.” Far be it 
from us to ſuppoſe, either, that Jeſus Chriſt has no 
laws at all, or that they are contrary to the tenor of 
the moral law, and conſequently admit of unholi- 
neſs and licentiouſneſs. In nothing does he mani- 
feſt more his love of righteouſneſs and hatred of 
iniquity than in the purity of his divine precepts. 
Theſe have all the force and obligation of a law, 
though they are without a curſe, and full of bleſſing 


} to 
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to the believer. * We are under the law to Chriſt.“ 
The laws of Jeſus are all of them plain and ſimple, 
ſo that they cannot eafily be miſtaken or miſunder- 
ſtood. But what renders them fo truly excellent ie, 
that, being written in the heart by the Spirit, they 
do not in the leaſt infringe the liberty of the ſub - 
ject. Hence the whole ſyſtem of the goſpel is 
called © The law of liberty.” The child of God 
is only brought into bondage, as he negletts theſe 
laws, whereas by a cloſe attention to them he ſtands 
faſt in his liberty. The Pſalmiſt emphatically ſays, 
upon this ſubjea, “ will walk at liberty, for 1 
ſeek thy precepts.” The Redeemer's laws give full 
ſcope to the exerciſe of grace in the heart, in all 
humanity and godlineſs, to ( adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour.” | 

6. The duration of his dominion. He ſhall 
reign for ever and ever.” There can be no ſerious 
objection urged againſt our taking theſe words in 
their moſt extenſive, obvious, and grammatical ſenſe. 
It is a dominion which ſhall never be deſtroyed. 
God has given to him the „ throne of David, his 
ſervant, and he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob 
for ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall be no 
end,” His ſubjeQs, xis bleſſings, and the eſſence 
of kis kingly authority, can know no period. The 
light of Iſrael ſhall never be quenched; the cloud 
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of his incenſe ſhall aſctad thronghout eternity; 
and the waters of life Thadl flow, even in the world 

of glory, from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb; The power witwwhich be is inveſted, to 
bridle or to deſtroy his enzmies, inay terminate and 
be given up to his Father when! the laſt enemy, 
Death, is ſwallowed upin victory; but not ſo with 
regard to his kingdom and inheritance in the ſaints; 
he is their head, and the Father's anointed, for ever- 
more. Through him dhe Father vill be delighted 
to give, and from him: the ſaints will be tranſ- 
ported ever to receive, the eternal delights of the 
heavenly ſtate. Their eyes ſhall ſee the King in 
his beauty; nor ſhall heaven ever be i al 
the bliſs- giving objebt. 1145; 

' SECOND, THE MERIDIAN OF 1TS (GLORY, | 

There are three diſtinſt views which may be 
taken of our Immanuel's kingdom. The firſt is, 
when the whole church fhall be exalted to a glori- 
fied Kate, after the harveſt of the world has been 
finally reaped. This, without diſpute, is the very 
bigheſt pitch of grandeur to which our thoughts 
can extend; but this is not the idea to which we 
are led by the text. The ſecond viex of it is, in its 
mixed condition; partly glorified and triumphant, 
and partly militant. The numbers now on earth, 
who 6 else on the Lord Jeſus, are conſiderable; 
. N D but 
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but they bear a very ſmall proportion to thoſe who 
are now before the throne of God. In this view of 
it, and taking both partsotogether, the kingdom of 
Chriſt has attained a higher degree of glory than at 
any former period. Thisxlay has doubtleſs added 
to its ſplendour in heaven, by an acceſſion to the 
numbers of the glorified therein; and, probably, 
upon earth alſo, by additions to thoſe Who believe. 
Upon this principle we ſet᷑ that the Redeemer's in- 
tereſt is continually on the increaſe. + 5 
But the third view of it is that more decidedly 
ed to at this time; that is, the church as it 
appears upon earth, and particularly under the 
Neu Teſtament diſpenſation. The Mediator's king- 
dom, in this ſenſe, admits of diminution and in- 
creaſe. It always ſhines, like a ſun, even from its 
orient riſing, but it will at laſt gain its meridian, 
ee 5 15 
The beginning of this goſpel kingdom was but 
as the appearance of « the day ſtar,” after a dark 
night. The firſt year of our Lord's perſonal mi- 
niſtry might properly be called & the dawn of day.“ 
From the converſation betwixt our Lord and his 
-difciples, it appears as if the ſhadows of the night 
: were ſcarcely diſſipated from their minds. m_— 
was, however, ſome increaſe in every reſpeRt. 
aumbersevidently, There were twelve apoſtles; Fo 
were 
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were ſeventy diſciples ; and previous to their Lord's 
aſcenſion there were five hundred brethren, who all 
ſaw him after he was riſen from the dead. The day 
fully brake when he commiſſioned his diſciples to 
preach the goſpel to every creature. He ſignified 
to them that he had a right to reign; that he had a 

right to reign over every creature, and over human 
beings in all the kingdoms. of the world: and that he 
would extend his empire by their means and en- 
deavours. This was a grand and glorious day: 
a day for the deſignation of the firſt miſſionaries, 
- who ever were ſent abroad to preach directly Jeſus 
and the reſurrection. The Lord gave the word, 
and great was the company who preached it: For, 
may we not reaſonably ſuppoſe that the whole five 
hundred brethren were all appointed miſſionaries, 
though his twelve choſen ones might take the lead 
in that ſacred ſervice, becauſe of their ſuperior gifts 
and endowments ? Solemn day! The Son of God 
gave his final inſtruttions and charge to them, and 
moſt affectionately bade them Farewell.” Was 
one heart unaffected at the time? Was there an 


eye not moiſtened with the tear of ſorrow and of 


joy? Was not every ſoul abſorbed: in this eager 
wiſh and holy prayer, „Lord Jeſus, let thy king- 
dom come?” O may we catch the holy fire from 
that ſacred altar, and burn, like the ſeraphim, with 
zeal for the glory of Chriſt! 

D 2 When 
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When the day of Pentecoſt, was fully come, the 
Jun of the goſpel aroſe: Jeſus then ſhed on his 
diſciples the influences and giſis of the Holy Ghoſt, 
fully to qualify them for their important work. 
How applicable are the laſt words of David 10 this 
event! The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and 
his word was in my tongue. The God of Ifrael 
faid, the Rock of Ifrael ſpake to me, ns that 
ruleth over men is jus, ruling by the fear of 
God: And he is as the liglit of the morning, when 
the fun viſeti:. l morning without clouds; as the 
tender graſs ſpringing out ont che nr by. clear 


ſhining after rain.” 


ou have the hiſtbry; « * hu 1 and 
of the hand of the Lord being with them, to give 
ſacceſs to the word of his grace. The word did 
Hot only go forth, but it “ ran,” like fire; it had 
«free courſe,” like a rapid, unobſtruted. river; 
and it & was glorified,” in the eſtimation of mil - 
lions, as the power of God unto ſalvation, as the 
very amazing inſtrument of donverting the king- 
doms of this world into the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Chriſt. Under the impulſe of heaven, 
one miſſion gave motion to another, as wave im- 
pels wave, till the kingdom of Jeſus, ſpeaking in 

7 general way, kiſſed the ſhores of every land. 
If we bad lived ih. hole! * ſhould we not 
1 | »/ naturally 


\ 


(En) 

naturally have expedted, that the goſpel kingdom. 
was nearly at its, zenith, and from that period: 
the knowledge of God would continue to cover 
the earth? Probably we ſhould: but, alas! that 
was not the time. The ſpirit ſpake  expreſsly 
that men ſhould. depart from the faith, giving heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils; that; 
previous to the final triumph of the crofs, there 
would come a falling away; and that there ſhould 
be ſomething, which would let, or hinder, the goſs 
pel's ſpread, and which would continue todet, till 
it was taken out of the way. Without calling 
your attention to every inſtance which verified 
this prophecy, we ſee, to our grief, that the king. 
dom of our Lord is far, very, very far, from being 
general. What have been, and what ſtill are, the 
 kindrances. to evangelizing the globe? A few of 
theſe, may, perhaps not improperly,” be noticed; 
Theſe we may partly look for in the kingdoms of 
this world, and partly: among the ey ave? 
cates of Chriſtianity itſelf. DE - 1 10 
1. Tie narrow and. blind policy of the ; govern- 
er of the earth. „ The kings of the earth 
ſtood up, and the rulers took counſel together, 
againſt the Lord, and againft his anointed, ſaying 
let us break their bands afunder, and caſt away 
their, cords from us,” The introduttion of the 
5 goſpel 
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goſpel has been invariably oppoſed by the govern- 
ments of the countries to which it has been carried. 
Theſe ſtill preſent a horrid front, in almoſt every 
land, againſt the kingdom of Chriſt; and create 
difficulties, which, though not abſolutely inſur- 
mountable, are enough to appal every thing except 
the. ſpirit of martyrdom.” And if an introduttion 
of the goſpel might ſeem eaſier at firſt in ſome coun- 
tries than in others, yet, what earthly power ever 
quietly. received the Saviour's yoke, "when'the true' 
nature of it was firſt clearly indicate 

The general oſtenfible reaſon of the ann 
| they made, was, upon the ground of its being ini- 
mical to the ſtate religions then exiſting; but it is 
a queſtion, whether: another cauſe did not lie 
hidden under this objection; and that is, whether 
ihis doctrinè might not involve in it the deſtruction 
of their civil eſtabliſnments? Ye powers of a 
civil nature, be quiet, for in theſe matters Jeſus 
Chriſt will do you no harm: Fe His + al is not 
of this world. 5 9 

2. Attempts to incorporate the ITY of Chr 
hh civil government. A good government is 
precious bleſſing, and is highly valued 'by every 
Chriſtian. But, what babe in Chriſt does not know 
that Jeſus Chriſt manages his on kingdom, and 
the civil governor his? Let each be left to mind 
Ioqlo, his 


180 

bis own diſtinQ buſineſs, and then each kingdom 
will be managed well. Among the firſt attempts 
to create this monſtrous coalition, was that made 
by the emperor Conſtantine, called the Great. 
Many have been the panegyrics heaped upon, his 
memory; whereas,. could the influence of, his con- 
duct have, been, adequately. foreſeen, and duly 
conſidered, the whole. Chriſtian world ought to have 
appeared in ſackcloth: ,, His, conduct, God knows! 
has been too Jong, and too, ſucceſsfully, imitated in 
many nations, to the great diſhonqur af the Re- 
deemer's prerogative, and, incalculable damage of 
the ſouls. of men. This i is like Uzzah's propping 
the ark. May we net appeal to all men ↄf general 
reading, and unprejudiced judgment, whether 
Chriſtianity has not languiſhed, ſince the eſtabliſn- 
ment of it by human authority, and been cor- 
rupted thereby? Religion is not in its nature a 

ſecular thing, and it can never be made ſo. | 

- 19. ,.Officjous attempts to improve the goſpel. . 
it 1 completed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? = 
it been eſtimated by his faithful followers, as a ſyſ- 
tem perſect in all its parts? Why then add any 
thing to it? Why Jewiſh ceremonies, or Heathen 
philoſophy? Why load it with pomp, and ſhow, 
and outward vanity ?: Surely, this ſavours of a 
carnal, Pier, or vain ſuperRiition, This! is ſweet- 
blow. da ut ) 10 :5:5111 21; 20; wel 
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ching honey: this'is painting the rainbow this is 
Areſſing up an angel in the tattered garments of the 
lo weſt beggary. Forbear, ye very wife men, for- 
bear; and fuffer the religion of Chriſt to be what 
ke made it—ſimplicity and beauty divine? 
OY The” lofs of a miſſionary ſpirit. The firſt. 
Weber wa fall of this ſpirit; but where has it 
been, and where has f it lumbered for ages? It is 
a moſt aſtoniſhing and awful fact, that Chriſten- 
dom, as it is ſometimes called, has been almoſt 
dead to Fenfations and exertions which feem natu- 
Tally to 5 ariſe from the power of goſpel truth upon 
the heart. It is true, the Teſuits undertook miſ- 
fions; ; but what was the religion of a Jeſuit ? The 
loſs of a miſſionary. ſpirit, among the profeſſors of 
late ages, has been like the loſs of the active 
powers of tie heart to circulate the blood through- 
dut every part of the body. Some Bae, 
indeed, of a revival of fuſpended animation ap- 
pear; ben we Torrow that, in our land, as well as 
In others, any profeſſed Chriſtian ſhould be back- 
ward,” I this Society, which ſends out Miſſion- 
aries to-day, be not - altogether fo conſtituted, or 
condutted, as ſome of the Lord's people think fuch 
ſocieties ſhould be; in the name of Jeſus, let them 
form others, more agreeable to their own mind; 
but, let no ſuch objeRion' be made a pretext for 
neglecting the intereſts of Chriſt i in the world. 


After 
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After all, this word is our encouragement: 
& He muſt increaſe.” He ever liveth to diſpoſe of 
perſons, things, . circumſtances, and events, to 
bring about his own purpoſes, and to; accompliſh 
ancient predictions. The Heathen muſt be his 
inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 
muſt be his poſſeſſion. The era approximates for 
the transformation of the kingdoms of this world. 
They ſhall all receive the truth, and loſe it no 
more. No temporal power upon earth ſhall riſe 
up againſt the” Redeemer's dominion, and all 
nations, if not all individuals, ſhall, to his regal 
authority, bow the knee. This period will be 
the Meridian Glory of his kingdom on earth. 

By what means will this work be effected? Two 
methods preſent themſelves. This might be done 
by a new revelation of the goſpel to thoſe nations 
which are at preſent ignorant of it. But what rea- 
ſon have we to ſuppoſe there will be any ſuch thing? 
None at all. And if there will not be a new reve- 


lation, is it not incumbent on us to extend the 


knowledge of the only one which God has gra- 
ciouſly given to ruined men? The other, and 
indeed the only way remaining, is, by ſending 
forth men, with the Bible in their hands, and grace 
in their hearts, to the nations which know not 
G This, is en to the commiſſion! of 
E Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt; and by the NO of — de will 
evemually conquer the world. u Nee > Sag! 
l THE 'EFFECTS' or CONTENPLATING INT 
tile {ULTIMATE ATTAINMEN rr. 

The een mind is ſurpriſingly . Ir is a 
wa ſtruck out from the intelligence of the infi- 
nitely wiſe God. It is ſimilar te the faculties of 
angelic beings. Like theit's, it is capable of tra- 
verſing the regions of nature, the wonders of 
providence, and the triumphs of grace. It is 
Ever in queſt of ſome' fubjeQ of contemplation; 
and it would be well if it were always directed t6 
things worthy of its purſuit. It would then return 
from its excurſions, like the induſtrious bee, laden 
with profit and delight.” There are ſubjetts, upon 
which the mind ſometimes pitches -ſubjects as 
noxious and blaſting to the ſoul, as che dreadful 
and burning winds of Eaſtern deſerts can poffibly 
be to the bodily frame: but there are Others, ab 
refreſhing as the gentle rain from heaven upon the 
happy ſoil. Among thoſe which truly deſerve the 
latter deſcription, none ean poſſibly be more wor- 
thy than the ſubject now under conſideration. It 
is fit to engage the cloſeſt attention of every ra- 
tional being; and as foch's it is eee, We 
words before us. 

In order that we may 15 the propriety of con- 
u templating 


( 27 Fe 
templating the Redeemer's kingdom, and the 
brightneſs of its glory, let us, for a moment, 
make a compariſon between it and the kingdoms of 
this world. There have been kings, we grant, 
wiſe in council and valiant in the field. There has 
been a Cyrus, an Alexander, anda Ceſar; What did 
they achieve? Did. they conquer minds, or confci- 


ences, or wills, or hearts? No. But Jeſus captivates 


the ſoul. How did they obtain their laurels? By 
wading through the miſeries and blood of their 
fellow men. Their thirſt was blood. j eſus Chriſt 
quaffs the blood of no man, nor triumphs in the 
ſorrows of ſuffering humanity. They ruined what 
they found eſtabliſhed; but he builds upthe old waſte 
r he reſtores the deſolations of many genera- 
tions. What was the extent of their empires? 
12 1 The four ancient monarchies were 
very extenſive indeed, and fo ate ſome dominions 
at the preſent day: But the Saviour's kingdom is, 
in the period fixed in our text, as large as them all. 
How long did they ſtand? The longeſt ſtood a few 
centuries; time mouldered the baſe on which they 
had reſted, and they tumbled into ruins: But the 
kingdom of God's dear Son is an everlaſting domi- 
nion, and he. ſhall reign for ever and ever.” — 
The * of b. rag and FRY can only 
2* Aro. brow E 2 endeavour 
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endeavour to make men happy, but the Ng" 
of Jeſus completely efefts it. | 

The Meridian Splendour of his empire will be 
contemplated in three OG and at three diſtinct 
periods. 125 ef 0 ti! DREW 

1. In the latte net of faith | Whigkiver 66 
the longing deſires of the mind, faith muſt be cir- 
cumſcribed within the bounds of the promiſe; but 
as far as the promiſe extends, ſo far hath faith an 
undoubted right to go. This will apply to the 
caſes of each believer, and to the deſires and ex- 
pettations of the whole church. How far does 
he promiſe extend? That all nations ſhall call 
him bleſſed: that every knee ſhall bow to him: 
that he ſhall rule the whole world in peace, with 
the virtues of his Father. Here then faith takes 
its ſtand, and the happy period is brought into 
view. Faith in the promiſe ſurmounts every dif- 
ficulty ; it climbs the top of Piſgah ; it views the 
promiſed land. With Abraham and Moſes, it ſees 
thy day, adorable Saviour, and is glad. It exclaims, 
with Balaam, but under a different impulſe, « From 
the top of the rocks I ſee him, and from the hills 
I behold him: Who can count the duſt of Jacob, 
and the number of the fourth part of Iſrael ? How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, 
O Lracl ! As the vallies are they ſpread forth, as 
gardens 


1 ä 
gardens: by the river's ſide, as the trees of lign. 
aloes, which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar> 
trees beſide the waters. He ſhall pour the water 


out of his buckets, and his ſeed ſhall be in many 


waters, and his king ſhall be higher than Agagy 
and his kingdom ſhall be exalted.” . 

Let faith make its report to us to-day, from the 
* of the mountains. What doſt thou ſee Al 


Isee—a opirit crying © Thy kingdom come! 

I see—the glerious Conqueror ascending his chariot! | 

1 se—multitudes of missionaries climbing the ships; 

And behold ! they have reached the barbarous Shores! 

] see—millions of Bibles in every tongue! 

| Jehovah has famish'd the gods of the Heathen; J 

And Satan is fallen as lightning from heaven! © 
I see—Antichrist overwhelmed in run! 
I see the kingdoms of this world become * 
The kingdoms of God and his Christ! Hallelujab! | 


@ 


2. It will be contemplated i in direct viſion, when 
it is really effected. Whatever advantages we may 
have, of contemplating the ultimate ſplendour of 
this kingdom on earth, in the light of faith; they 
who live to ſee it muſt be, confeſſedly, ſuperior. 
And, as their knowledge of the ſubject vill be 


ſuperior, ſo muſt be their joys. We ſee through a 


medium darkly, but they ſhall ſee things as they 
are, without a veil between. Time has fully ex- 
uy to them the myſtery of prophecy; and the 
111 difficulties 


Dr 
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diffitutics-which damped bur zecal in the cauſe of 
Chrift have all vaniſhed. ! [They will wonder at 
paſt ſupineneſs and unbelief, and adore the | kinds 
neſs which fixed them in ſuchan advantageous ſitus 
ation. They will fee the nations tranquil; they 
will behold Zion in her moſt beautiful attire; and 
the enemy ſunk like a ſtone to the bottom of 
death. If any reaſom could induce us, who atenow 
on earth, to with to prolong; our reſidence here 
beyond the uſual limits allotted to mortals, ſurely 
it muſt be to ſee abe. e in which the Saviour 

will 'be triumphant. | 
3. It will. be contemplated. i in retroſpect and 
viſion united, alter the period in which, it. attains 
its ultimate height. | Theſe ſaints will not only en- 
Joy their happy fituation, but will rejoice in all the 
good which the Lord has procured for his people. 
Reflection will aid their joys. They will employ 
themſelves in retracing the ſteps which led to the 
transformation of the | kingdoms; they will. love 
the Saviour more for all his victories, - and ' bleſs 
-the inſtruments by which they were brought about. 
Faithful hiſtory will tranſmit to them the manner 
:of the accompliſhment of prophecy, and furniſh 
wurm with ineand, Which we have not, of contem- 
-phating the gloryiof Chriſt. Who can tell whether 
eee W in the pages of our 
ee annals, 
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#rinals, . wach their hands, ſoftened ci 
their apparent imperfeſtions by the tints of timie} 
and brightened with the luſtre of uncommem fuces 
ceſs ? Future ages may probably celebrate the pre- 
ſeat” period, and admike the efforts which. N 
_ 'beenfo remarkably-crownedL! oo TD 

Pe effects of Ich à S a. 
glorieus. This igfuggefted by the words; , There 
were great voices in heaven. This is admitting 
that the heavenly Wotld is deeply interaſted inthe 
ſuceeſs of che gofpel. And if tho angels of Gad 
fee] happy in che converſion of ate ſinner that re- 
penteth; why not much more ſo in the converſion 
of Kingdoms ? Thelidea id phaſing, that angels and 
minen rejoice in the iniereſts of their common Lord! 
yet it appears that the paſſage is not to be rteſtriſted 
tothe bright inhabitants above) but is to be e. 
tended to all the nn oy his W Wr | 
above or below.” te 6a 51 s 90 

Ves: they ſhall call feel, ey wal all [nojoies 
heh ſhall all break forth into ſinging together; and 
all nature ſhall aid their tranſport and their ſong. 
Shouts from earth make the - vaulted heavens ring 
The ehureh below cannot contain her joys; and 
heaven literally burſts forth into | louder: praiſe. 
The tidings, of all kingdoms ſubjected to the au- 
thority-of the adorable Mediator, roll along like 
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the thunder of God, while the harmony of ths 
ſpheres awakes to ym in creation s wives 
anthem ! | 11 D 110 Enn 
„ The od . As is A with ma- 
jeſty. Say, among the Heathen, the Lord reign- 
eth. The world alſo ſhall be eſtabliſhed, that it 
mall not be moved. He ſhall judge the people 
righteouſly. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad: let the ſea roar, and the fulneſs 
thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all that is 
therein: then fhall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the Lord. Let the multitude of iſles be 
glad. Let the foods clap their hands: let the hills 
be joyful together. O ſing untoithe Lord a new 
ſong, for he hath done marvellous things: his right 
hand and his holy arm hath gotten bim the victory. 
The Lord bath made known his ſalvation: his 
righteouſneſs hath he openly ſhewed in the ſight of 
the. Heathen. He hath remembered his mercy and 
his truth toward the houſe of Iſrael: all the ends 
f the earth have ſeen the ſalvation of our God.” 
The effect of contemplating this period will be 
great upon miſſionaries. To whatever kingdom 
they go, they go to it as belonging to their beloved 
Sovereign, and as a kingdom which muſt eventually 
be Hs. Already faith ſuggeſts that it is conquered; 
and the ſoul of the man of God is invigorated, is 

5 charmed, 
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charmed, is fired, is tranſported. Frequent me- 
ditation upon this moſt lofty ſubject will have a 
happy influence on all our ſouls. It will fan the 
flame of devotion; it will ſtrengthen the bond of 
perfeneſs; it will animate our vigorous and 
united exertions : By means of this we ſhall daily 
triumph with Jeſus ; we ſhall banquet with the 
King ; and feel unutterable pleaſure in cheriſhing 
this ſentiment in our hearts, + To live is Chriſt, 
and to die is gain,” | 


THE END, 
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